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HOW DOES YOUR
HISPANIC/LATINX HERITAGE

INFLUENCE YOUR WORK?
 

I am very fortunate to have been raised by my
Colombian parents and grandparents. I realized that
when I graduated High School, there was my Native

Colombian culture that I still needed to learn about and
understand. I enjoy sharing and teaching folkdances
here at KCC and within the community. I also I share

my travel stories and family memories with my
students as often as possible.

WHAT DOES HISPANIC
HERITAGE MEAN TO YOU?

It is the gift that was handed to me from my
Chibcha, West African and Andalusian ancestors; A
triethnic blend of  celebrations and tribulations. It

was my great grandmother from our Chibcha
ancestors from my father’s side and my far away

ancestor Jose Marti, a revolutionary from Cuba on
my mother’s side, who remind me that we are all
already and always connected.  I am an extension

and a part of this wonderful Colombian culture
which inspires me daily and brings me home to a

place of a Barranquillan culture.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE
TO YOUNG HISPANIC/LATINX
STUDENTS GETTING READY TO

ENTER LIFE AFTER HIGH SCHOOL?
 

Hermano/a, ….Stay close to family, our culture
embraces living at home until we either go to school or

are ready for marriage/have a stable career. Take
advantage of this blessing and live at home as long as

you can.  If you can finish college first, you will have the
rest of your life to work, so please take advantage of

this time to get your career and college degree first. In
the end, no one can take away your B.A, M.A. or Ph.D.

These are titles that you will earn and you will keep
forever, so focus on  YOU now, so you can fully give

back to your community later. To save time and money,
go to a community college first to get your general

education requirements met. I was able to graduate in 3
years because I started taking college classes at KCC

while in High School.

I am Deisy Davila Anderson, a wife for 11
years and mother to six year old Mia Rose. I

have worked at KCC for 15 years and am a full
time tenured Spanish and Speech Professor. I

began my studies at Kankakee Community
College and Eastern Illinois University. After

earning my Bachelor of Arts in Spanish
(French minor) at the University of Illinois , I

earned a Master of Arts in Latin American
Literature and Linguistics at Illinois State

University. My Ph.D dissertation field study
was conducted in Barranquilla, Colombia.. My

dissertation: Critical Folkdance Pedagogy:
Women’s Folkdancing as Feminist Practice

also informs my practice and the importance
of Pedagogy of Love, the sacred woman’s

body, cleansing and purification for overall
health and beauty from within. My dream
book to pass on to my child Mia is called:

Around the World in Seven Folkdances to
teach girls self-love through a lens of cultural

diversity. This is still a work in progress. 
 


